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To the Parties:

On August 31, 2012, Public Service Company of New Hampshire and Unitil Energy
Systems, Inc. (the Companies) filed a motion to modify the procedural schedule due to the late
intervention filed by eleven New Hampshire incumbent local exchange carriers that are members
of the New Hampshire Telephone Association (the Eleven ILECs). The motion requests that (i)
the schedule be adjusted to extend by one month all of the remaining scheduled dates in this
proceeding, permitting the Eleven ILECs time to submit any testimony by no later than
September 14, 2012, if they desire to do so, or (ii) if the Commission rejects the requested
extension, a second pre-hearing conference be held at the earliest possible date to allow all
parties to reach agreement on an adjustment to the present procedural schedule.

The Companies assert that they do not have any assurances that the Eleven ILECs will not
seek to submit testimony or submit data requests on the pole owning entities’ testimony. They
further argue that the Eleven ILECs’ position with respect to the subject matter is unclear from
their intervention, and without an opportunity to question the Eleven ILECs prior to the technical
session to be held one week before the evidentiary hearing, the Companies will have little time to
prepare their case.

On August 21, 2012, the Eleven ILECs had petitioned the Commission to intervene and
participate as a group. The petition noted that a 360-day timeframe governs the docket, a
schedule has been set, testimony has been filed by the attaching entities and data requests
pertaining to that testimony have been submitted. The petition further stated that the Eleven
ILECs do not seek to disturb the established procedural schedule and will accept the record as
they find it. On August 31, 2012, the Commission granted the petition to intervene.

The motion appears to assume, incorrectly, that the Eleven ILECs seek to file testimony
and conduct discovery as attaching entities, i.e., as entities that attach wires and to poles owned
by other entities. However, the Commission granted their petition on the basis of their
representations in the petition and specifically on the understanding that there would be no



September 6, 2012
Page two

changes to the approved procedural schedule. In addition, none of the parties filed any
objections to the petition. Accordingly, the Commission denies the Companies’ motion to
modify the procedural schedule.

Because the time has passed for attaching entities to file testimony and for discovery via
data requests to be conducted on attaching entity testimony, the Eleven ILECs are not permitted
to file direct testimony as attaching entities or conduct discovery via data requests on attaching
entity testimony. In addition, since the Eleven ILECs are not permitted to file direct testimony as
attaching entities, they will not be permitted to file reply testimony as reply testimony is reserved
for attaching entities. Consistent with the approved procedural schedule, however, the Eleven
ILECs, acting as a group, are permitted to file testimony as pole owners on September 14, 2012
and, like the other pole owners, are subject to discovery on their pole owner testimony via data
requests, and may initiate discovery on the other pole owners’ testimony, during October 2012.
The Companies also have the opportunity to participate in the technical session to be held on
November 7, 2012, which the Eleven ILECs are hereby directed to attend whether or not they
file testimony as pole owning entities.

Sincerely,
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Debra A. Howland
Executive Director
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